mango marketing

riting has always been seen as a hard skill to master,
Wand many would agree with American writer Gene

Fowler who wryly commented: ‘Writing is easy.
All you do is stare at a blank sheet of paper until drops of
blood form on your forehead.” Commentators and critics
often focus on the more obvious aspects of writing, such as
grammar, punctuation and spelling, and ignore the more
complex technical areas of sentence construction and text
cohesion — but all that is about to change.

Every Child a Writer (ECaW) is a new initiative that
will provide £25m over the next three years to improve the
writing skills of pupils at key stage 2. At the end of Key Stage
1, there is little difference between assessments of children’s
reading (84%) and writing (80%) but at KS2 only 67% of
children reached the expected standard in writing in 2008,
compared to 86% for reading. So it was clear that some kind
of intervention was needed.

ECaW builds on the National Strategy’s plans for
improving writing, and will give children a boost at the
beginning of KS2 in the hope that they will reach level 3 at
the end of Year 4 and make two levels of Progress across
the key stage. It will offer a three-tier model for all children.

First, it will improve teaching for the whole class, making
sure that year 3 and year 4 teachers make effective use of the
Primary Framework and the new range of writing-related
materials. Second, it will offer leading teacher support on
guided teaching approaches. Finally, it will provide one-to-
one teaching for those children who need it most, using a
range of models and approaches.

Gayle Gorman, senior adviser at the National Strategies,
has responsibility for ECaW and is overseeing the pilot
currently taking place in 15 schools in each of nine local
authorities: Telford & Wrekin, Slough, Salford, Plymouth,
Northumberland, Sheffield, Lewisham, Derbyshire and
Barking & Dagenham.

“The programme focuses on key aspects of writing that
are the hardest to teach and that children often struggle
with,” she said. ‘It concentrates on strands 9, 10 and 11 of the
Primary Framework — mainly text cohesion, text construction
and grammatical structures. Spelling is not the main focus.
However, we are confident that, through this layered
approach, spelling will improve.

“The pilot aims to support all pupils through improving
quality first teaching, in particular effective guided writing
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