
MathsFacts in a Flash has been specifically designed to offer 
students valuable practice on their addition, subtraction,  
multiplication and division facts - whilst also testing other mental 
skills, such as squares and fraction/decimal conversions. 

Craig Steel, Deputy Head Teacher at Kibblesworth, describes the 
impact the program is having: “Although in its infancy in our school, 
MathsFacts in a Flash has already proven its worth through the  
engagement of students and the desire they have to progress through 
the levels. Students have never been so keen to work on mental 
maths targets, and the program guides the pupils through the different 
levels of mental mathematics in a logical and structured way. Many of 
the children forget they are learning and get caught up in the  
competitive nature of the software, always trying to get to the next 
level, giving us the opportunity to intervene and move the children 
on. MathsFacts in a Flash is seen as a reward in our school and is 
already having an impact on the mental agility of our students. Recall 
of key facts seems to be faster, and the work they are doing on the 
program seems to be retained once they move away from the  
computers. I am looking forward to developing use of this software 
further this year as it is rolled out into additional year groups.”

Also compatible with NEO 2TM4, MathsFacts in a Flash perfectly 
complements the STAR Maths and AM Live programs from  
Renaissance Learning, as Craig explains: “We primarily use  
STAR Maths to help us target effectively which AM Live libraries to 
enrol them into. It also gives us an accurate assessment of the  
students National Curriculum Levels quickly and easily, allowing us to 
track progress and intervene where required. When used with  
optional SATs and end of Key Stage assessments, it gives us a ‘belt 
and braces’ approach that ensures all students are effectively tracked 
and supported to reach their potential.”

Two years ago, Kibblesworth Primary School in Gateshead approached
Renaissance LearningTM with a view to raising their students’ standards of  
numeracy. As a result, they introduced MathsFacts in a FlashTM1,  
STAR MathsTM2 and Accelerated Maths LiveTM (AM Live)3 to ensure students 
of all abilities were catered for.
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    In the two academic years where Accelerated Maths Live 
has been used in our school, we have gained 100% Level 4+ 
and a record number of Level 5’s.
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School Background
Kibblesworth is a rural primary school 
in Gateshead with 117 students. 
There is an above average  
percentage of pupils who are eligible 
for free school meals and a high  
proportion of pupils with learning  
difficulties and/or disabilities.  
Attainment on entry to the nursery is 
much lower than expected nationally.
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To qualify as a Success Story, a 
school must be able to demonstrate 
measurable ‘success’ with  
Renaissance Learning products,  
particularly in terms of the  
implementation of Best Classroom 
Practices5 to motivate students of all 
ages and abilities, improved academic 
achievement and other key criteria.
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    Accelerated Maths Live has proven to be an invaluable 
tool for assessment and personalised learning.“ “

1 MathsFacts in a Flash gives students valuable practice on their addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, 
	 squares,	fractions,	decimals,	and	percents	–	and	it	does	so	at	a	much	lower	cost	than	other	fact	fluency	programs.
2 STAR Maths is computer-adaptive baseline assessment software that  helps determine the maths placement of  
	 students	within	a	class	or	Year	Group,	providing	an	effective	way	of	measuring	growth	and	predicting	national	test 
	 results.
3 Accelerated Maths Live (AM Live) creates individualised practice assignments at each student’s level, keeping 
	 them	motivated	and	challenged.	AM	Live	supports	existing	instructional	materials	and	textbooks	and	makes	the 
	 practice	component	of	your	curriculum	more	effective.
4 NEO 2	The	ultimate	writing	tool;	NEO	2	helps	students	of	all	ages	and	abilities	become	confident,	enthusiastic	 
	 writers	and	supports	Accelerated	Reader,	Accelerated	Maths	Live	and	MathsFacts	in	a	Flash	software	-	offering 
	 personalised	practice	both	in	and	out	of	the	classroom.
5 Best Classroom Practices	are	research-based	guiding	principles	for	using	Accelerated	Maths	Live	to	ensure	 
	 fidelity	of	implementation.
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One of the key reasons for the successful rise in  
numeracy standards at the school is Accelerated 
Maths Live (AM Live), which is now well established 
amongst pupils who particularly enjoy using the  
Classroom Response System (CRS) Responders to 
easily submit their answers - as Craig observes: “The 
children are continuing to work well with this product 
and have embedded it into their weekly mathematics 
routine. It has proven to be very flexible - the different 
types of tests and practices providing different  
opportunities for assessment and consolidation. The 
children complete at least three practices per week 
at home, working through the assigned objectives for 
homework. They then use the Responders to mark their 
work independently, the expectation being that  
hopefully they complete more than this. As well as  
using the Responders, many children use laptops partly 
funded by school to access Home Connect accounts 
and mark the work at home. Many parents have said 
what a positive development Home Connect has been 
as they can see what the children are doing, and also 
reprint any homework which has been forgotten. With 
all of this practice going on, the children are tested on 
objectives on a regular basis. 

One maths session per week is set aside for testing 
so we can retain control over the process and ensure 
that the children are completing the work indepen-
dently. This time is also used to review objectives being 
taught in the daily maths lesson through exercises and 
diagnostic tests, as well as providing valuable time to 
intervene with children who are experiencing difficulty 
with objectives. The Status of the Class report proves 
invaluable in this, as the children who are experiencing 
problems are divided between classroom assistants, 

teachers and other adults who are supporting the class. 
The children can then receive targeted one-to-one  
support to clear up any misconceptions. 

Diagnostics are also used throughout the week to 
check the understanding of key objectives when they 
are taught. This is often a five minute task at the end 
of the maths lesson, which is accessed independently 
by the children and offers instant feedback to the class 
teacher. At the end of the week a report is generated 
which ranks the children against different criteria, such 
as practice percentage, objectives mastered, etc. 
Certificates are then printed for the top children in each 
category, which has proven a great incentive to the 
competitive boys, and because of the different  
objectives from the different libraries, each child feels 
they have an equal chance of gaining a certificate at 
the end of the week - an objective is an objective - it 
doesn’t matter which library it came from!”

Craig concludes by saying: “All in all, AM Live has 
proven to be an invaluable tool for assessment and  
personalised learning. The children feel a sense of 
ownership over their learning and are motivated to  
master objectives and progress through the libraries. 
The TOPS reports give them instant feedback, and 
the reports available to the teachers provide them with 
a wealth of data instantly. In the two academic years 
where AM Live has been used in our school, we have 
gained 100% Level 4+ and a record number of Level 
5’s - I am sure that AM Live has played a large part in 
this success.” 


