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“Reading is the key that unlocks 
the curriculum as a whole.”

–Professor Daniel Muij, 
 Head of Research, Ofsted  

 
New Ofsted Education Inspection Framework Conference                                                                                           

Westminster, London  
March 2019
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The Ofsted Education Inspection Framework is focused on the importance of the curriculum: 

 ■ Intent – What pupils will learn based on a rich and varied curriculum

 ■ Implementation – How the curriculum is being delivered based on what  
pupils already know and can do

 ■ Impact – That pupils develop and retain detailed knowledge and skills  
across the whole curriculum 

It’s about the school curriculum…what’s happening in the classrooms. It’s about putting children 
and students first. It’s about delivering a Quality Education. 

Inspections will be clearly focused on the teaching of reading, especially in primary schools. 
Therefore, it is crucial that you consider the quality of your reading provision as well as how 
reading is embedded into the different curriculum areas.

Overview

296. They will pay particular attention to pupils  
who are reading below age-related expectations  
(the lowest 20%) to assess how well the school  
is teaching phonics and supporting all children  
to become confident, fluent readers  
(School Inspection Handbook - May 2019 - P.87 i)

Using both Star Assessments (Star) and Accelerated Reader (AR) will help the teachers and 
staff accelerate learning for all pupils and transform their reading experiences. Star helps 
you target those pupils who are under-achieving as well as challenging those who are already 
competent readers.  
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/843108/School_inspection_handbook_-_section_5.pdf


What is your school’s INTENT or ambition? 
It’s about being ‘term-time ready’! Use our reading tool to plan your academic year.

Helping to reduce workload

 ■ 100% Participation 
This is the first step to success. 

 ■ 85% Average percentage correct on all  
quizzes taken  
This a direct indication of good levels of 
comprehension.

 ■ Less than 10% pupils at Risk 
By acting upon the data provided, targeted 
intervention can be put in place.

 ■ Aim for an average engaged Time per day  
of 25 minutes or higher

Define clear AR literacy goals for your school and ensure all staff share that  
same vision. Based on extensive research into the reading practices of millions  
of pupils worldwide, we suggest:

P A R T
We recommend timetabling at least 
30 minutes of daily reading in primary 
schools and at least 20 minutes of 
daily reading in secondary schools.

Each of these research-based best 
practices has a PART to play.  
The Guided Independent Reading 
Reportii provides evidence of the 
importance of pupils’ average percent 
correct on AR Reading Practice 
Quizzes in predicting growth.  
The 2016 AR Impact Reportiii  

provides evidence of the impact  
of these practices. 

Set up a Staff Core Team  
 
We recommend a member of SLT, an AR 
Project Leader and a librarian (or the person 
responsible for the books) or support staff 
in your team. The senior leader can provide 
strategic guidance and decide how you are 
going to incorporate Star and AR into your 
school improvement plan. Aim to meet  
half-termly to interpret the data and discuss 
progress. Use your skills to act upon the data 
to target intervention and achieve success.

Inspectors will focus on what is taught and 
how it contributes to the school’s intent  
 
Click here to download and personalise your 
School’s Implementation Guide and distribute 
it to staff. Decide on what your school’s 
mission is in relation to delivering quality 
reading provision and record this on your front 
page. You may wish to add in how you would 
like staff to monitor their class data and record 
their interventions (e.g. an annotated AR 
Diagnostic Report).

188. If a school’s system for data collection is 
disproportionate, inefficient or unsustainable for staff, 
inspectors will reflect this in their reporting on the school. 
 
(School Inspection Handbook - May 2019 - P.45i)
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Inspectors wish to see how the 
data is being used purposefully to 
support teaching and learning.

http://doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R005577721AC3667.pdf
http://doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R005577721AC3667.pdf
http://doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R60595.pdf
http://www.renlearn.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/2019-2020-School-Implementation-Editable-Guide-007.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/843108/School_inspection_handbook_-_section_5.pdf
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Make good use of your Annual Professional Development sessions and free webinars – 
make sure that everybody involved can confidently interpret and act upon the results of the 
assessment. Allow staff to discuss reports and explore ways of promoting reading and quizzing.

Set up regular and timely screening dates to suit your  
data drops.

A minimum of four Star tests is recommended over the year. 
This allows for pupils to develop positive reading habits 
before they are tested again. Pupils need time to grow in 
confidence and build up their reading stamina.

46. Ofsted does not require schools 
to provide any specific document or 
plan in relation to the pupil premium 
other than its pupil premium strategy, 
and will not require any further school-
generated data on the pupil premium…
 
(School Inspection Handbook - May 
2019 - P.14 i)

Our means of data collection is simple. It’s pupil-led and time-efficient allowing the teacher  
to action the data from one term to the next without having a detrimental effect on workload.  
Star Assessments provide the teacher with a focused plan and allow room for the teacher to 
teach and target those on intervention. 

Inspectors will wish to see how well those who 
are in receipt of the pupil premium funding are 
performing and progressing in the classroom. 

Inspectors will want to see if gaps are closing with 
other pupils who do not receive the funding. The 
same is true of pupils in Year 7 who are in receipt of 
the catch-up funding. Assign characteristics to your 
pupils on those groups who typically achieve less 
well in your school. Click here for a guide.

 
“It’s all about children,  
not gobbets of data.  
Data is there to improve  
not prove.”

–Sean Harford, Ofsted’s National Director for Education
 

Education Inspection Framework Seminar
Besa, London 30/05/19
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/843108/School_inspection_handbook_-_section_5.pdf
http://www.renlearn.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Characteristics-and-Reporting-Parameters.pdf


Align Renaissance reporting and Star 
testing windows with your school calendar. 
Communicate those dates with your staff and 
timetable the use of IT rooms or equipment,  
if necessary.

Agree upon a clear and consistent routine  
for both reading and the delivery of the  
Star assessments. Use Learning Walks to 
monitor consistency across the school and 
highlight best practices which could be  
shared with teachers. More information on  
best practices can be found in our Star and  
AR Learning Walk forms.

How will you IMPLEMENT Renaissance Star Assessments 
and Accelerated Reader?
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Involve both senior leaders and teachers in the delivery of Star and AR. Agree on the 
reading routine and how it will be put in place.

We can identify correlated scores in Star Reading with likely 
achievement in the KS2 SATs test for Year 6 students.  
This information can be used to plot progress to give a clear 
indication on progress likely to achieve the proficiency threshold 
for Reading SATs. More information about the KS2 Star Linking 
Study iv can be found here.

This guide highlights the correlation study carried out using 
Renaissance Star Scores and the KS2 SATs. The correlations are 
high and mean you can accurately track pupils and identify when 
they have reached the Primary standard in reading, maths, spelling 
and grammar. More information can be found here.

This report will provide an indication of likely achievement in KS2 
SATs for a whole class and provide class average scaled scores  
in Star testing.

1. Student Performance Report KS2 SATs

3. The Year 7 Catch-up guide – The Road to Recovery

2. Class Performance Report KS2 SATs

Head teachers and senior leaders give active, 
consistent and sustained support.   
Specialist knowledge is used to support  
individual departments and teachers.

Focus on your key groups – KS2 SATS,  
Y7 catch-up or others that SLT are tracking 
regularly and acting on data. The following 
Star reports and guide will help you track 
pupils’ performance.

http://www.renlearn.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Star-Learning-Walk-Form.pdf
http://www.renlearn.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/AR-Learning-Walk-Form.pdf
https://doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R61342.pdf
https://doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R62000.pdf
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Use the range of Star Reports to shape your lesson delivery. 
These reports are particularly helpful:

Be familiar with your Star Screening Reports from your baseline
test to the most current screening window. This report is very
popular with teachers as it groups pupils into categories based
upon their ability. Use this report when discussing provision for
pupils not meeting expected benchmarks.

This report will provide you with invaluable information. It uses
the scaled score from the latest Star Reading assessment and
will give a clear indication of where a pupil sits along an entire
spectrum of skills. These are known as ‘learning progressions’
and are directly related to the skills of the national curriculum,
sequenced in a teachable order. This report will also list the
focus skills that are regarded as essential to progress in
reading as well as the pre-requisite skills that are needed to
move forward. These may cross year groups, but the skills are
sequential and can be trusted. They were developed for
Renaissance in collaboration with National Foundation for
Educational Research.

You will be able to group pupils according to their latest Star
Reading assessment. You can plan your interventions using a
suggested set of skills from the Renaissance learning
progressions (as explained in the Student Instructional Planning 
Report above). Combine this information with your knowledge  
of the pupils and use your professional judgment in planning  
the way forward.

The Parent/Guardian Report can be sent home and will offer 
detailed information for parents/guardians on the various 
scores shown on the most recent Star test. There are also some 
suggestions as to how the pupil can improve their reading skills. 
Parents can track their child’s reading from home using the 
website Home Connect. Click here for more information.

The Screening Report

The Instructional Planning Report for Student

The Instructional Planning Report for Class

The Parent Report

The AR Project Leader’s role is vital in the delivery of Star and AR. They are the link between
the senior leaders and teachers. The AR Project Leader is aware of what is going on in the
classroom in relation to reading and quizzing. They also know how both Star and AR
reports are being used effectively in particular the AR Diagnostic Report. In addition, they
should organise and document any training done. This may include remote sessions
purchased with renewal or Customer Workshops/Webinars attended.

Back to contents page 

Test Date: 01 October 2019 01:09School: Renaissance Learning Academy
Teacher: J. Bell
Class: 4A

Dear Parent or Guardian of tester James Duff:

tester has taken a Star Reading computer-adaptive reading test. This report summarises your child's scores on the test. As 
with any test, many factors can affect a student's scores. It is important to understand that these test scores provide only 
one picture of how your child is doing in school.

2.0-3.0

ZPD

7:04

Reading Age
Above

Average
Average

50
Below

Average

32-50

PR Range 

41

PR SGP

-

National Norm Scores:

Percentile Rank (PR): 41
The Percentile Rank score compares your child's test performance with that of other students nationally in the same 
year. With a PR of 41, tester reads at a level greater than 41% of other students nationally in the same year. This score 
is average. The PR Range indicates that, if this student had taken the Star Reading test numerous times, most of his or 
her scores would likely have fallen between 32 and 50.

Reading Age (RA): 7:04
The Reading Age tells you your child’s reading ability as the average age at which a comparable ability is usually found.

Student Growth Percentile (SGP): -
The Student Growth Percentile (SGP) describes a student's growth compared to other students nationally with similar 
starting test scores.

The Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) is the reading level range from which tester should be selecting books for optimal 
growth in reading. It spans reading levels that are appropriately challenging for reading practice. This range is approximate. 
Success at any reading level depends on your child's interest and prior knowledge of a book's content.

Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD): 2.0 - 3.0

I will be using these Star Reading test scores to help tester further develop his or her reading skills through the selection of 
books for reading practise at school. tester should also listen to books read aloud, increase time spent on silent reading, and 
learn how to select books for independent reading practice at home. 

If you have any questions about your child's scores or these recommendations, please contact me at your convenience.

Teacher Signature: Date:

Comments:

Date:Parent Signature:

Parent Report
for tester James Duff

Printed Wednesday, 6 March 2019 11:12:43

http://www.renlearn.co.uk/success-26/
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Embed reading into different areas of the curriculum

Improving pupils’ knowledge of technical subject 
language to help them access the curriculum 

You may wish to encourage all teachers to use our public 
search domain, AR Book Finder (www.arbookfind.co.uk), 
to create lists of extended reading for their subjects. In the 
Advanced Search tab, teachers can search for their subject 
and narrow the results by topic, interest level, fiction and  
non-fiction, and ZPD range.

Practical ideas are emphasised that teachers can use in 
longer term plans and schemes of work 

Make AR links in schemes of work. If you are studying a text, 
ensure all the AR details are written in the scheme of work so 
that teachers can easily identify pupils in need of additional 
scaffolding/support with that piece of text. Teachers can 
then tie in the AR Reading Practice Quiz and, if applicable, the 
Vocabulary Skills Quiz and Literacy Skills Quiz. Download the 
pupil presentation on Vocabulary Practice Quizzes.

Teachers identify effective practice in different areas of the curriculum  
and learn from each other

Specialist knowledge is shared out: all AR training should be cascaded down, and teachers 
should be kept informed on good practices through regular communication. Use any 
outstanding training to meet their needs.

Effective use is made of the library and librarian

The librarian should have an active role in your Accelerated Reader programme. The librarian 
should be regularly promoting competitions, checking up on pupils to ensure they are reading 
within their ZPD range and redirecting those who are not. They should be encouraging pupil 
voice in the programme and ensuring new books are regularly added to the collection.

The librarian should also be regularly addressing any deficits you may have in your book 
collection. Consider the ZPD ranges of all pupils along with their interest levels and book choices.

Back to contents page 

https://www.arbookfind.co.uk/UserType.aspx?RedirectURL=%2fdefault.aspx
http://www.renlearn.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Introducing-Vocabulary-Quizzes_Student-Presentation.pdf
http://info.renaissance.com/outstanding-training.html
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How will you measure IMPACT of Renaissance  
Star Assessment and Accelerated Reader?

Use the range of comprehensive reports to measure the impact of Star and AR on pupils,
classes and year groups. You can rely on the data. It will save you time and can be
produced at the click of a button. The AR Diagnostic Report in particular will guide and
support your pupils’ reading progress. Track the growth made between each Star test
and target those pupils who are below benchmark using the Star Screening Report.

Senior leaders keep a close eye on developments
through systematic monitoring and evaluation. Is the
Star test being used regularly as an effective measure
of how well pupils are reading and quizzing?

 ■ Data team meetings should be regularly 
occurring to discuss your Star and AR data. 
Write up the next steps you will take to show 
you are responding to the data and making 
informed decisions about long-term and 
short-term planning. Click here for a half-
termly notes template to keep a record of  
your activities and progress. 

 ■ Pupils who require additional monitoring and/or provision should be screened for on a 
termly basis using the Star Screening Report.

 ■ Track the impact of interventions, such as the Duolog Reading Programme, using the 
Progress Monitoring Tools within Star.

 ■ Teachers may use the ATOS analyser, which calculates the AR Book Level of any 
piece of text, to ensure that all material being used is accessible and appropriate for 
the pupils.

 ■ Use our customisable whole school literacy policy supplement (P11) to help define 
your expectations for literacy across the school.

Back to contents page 

http://www.renlearn.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/notes-on-half-termly-reports-2015.pdf
 http://www.renlearn.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Duolog-Paired-Reading-UPDATED.pdf
http://www1.renaissance.com/Products/Accelerated-Reader/ATOS/ATOS-Analyzer-for-Text
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Ofsted Preparation

Inspectors have made it clear to not do anything different to what you would normally do. 
You do not need to produce endless bits of paperwork that have no purpose beyond an 
inspection.

Inspections will be planned collaboratively with the Leadership Team. Inspectors will not
look at internal data as this has a direct effect on increasing teachers’ workload. However,
there will still be a focus on disadvantaged pupils. The following reports do not need to be
printed off in advance (unless this is common practice in your school) but can be accessed
at the click of a button. You should be able to explain how pupils are performing.

1. Ensure the AR Diagnostic Report is 
being used by each teacher to guide 
and support pupils’ reading. You may 
also want to consider keeping a record of 
decisions made when having discussions 
with pupils. This will help you follow up and 
promote consistency in tracking pupils.

2. View your Star Test Record Report, 
customising dates to show last year as 
well will provide a full record of every 
reading test for each pupil.

3. Analyse your Growth Reports from your 
baseline test to the most current screening 
window. Use the Star Reading Growth 
report to track how pupils are progressing. 
Remember, Student Growth Percentile (SGP) 
measures how much academic progress  
a student has made, relative to other 
students within the same year group and  
with a similar academic starting point. 
Click here to understand how to carry  
out a Star growth analysis.

4. Run your Growth Report again using characteristics to be able to tell Ofsted how your  
‘at risk’ pupils are performing. Ofsted are still very interested in schools reporting on progress 
of the following: Pupil Premium, SEND, EAL, Looked After Children, Gender and Year 7 Catch-up.

Back to contents page 
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Star Reading™ G
row

th

Group By: Class
Reporting Parameter Group: All Demographics [Default]
Report Options

Sort By: Last Name    

Score Definitions  For more information, see "Definitions" in Star Reading Resources.

NRSS: Normed Referenced Standardised Score
PR: Percentile Rank
PR Range: Percentile Rank Range

RA: Reading Age
SS: Scaled Score

Est. ORF: Estimated Oral Reading Fluency for years 2-5 only

SGP: Student Growth Percentile

ZPD: Zone of Proximal Development

Class: 7Y/Te1

Teacher SSSGP
Est.
ORFTest DateClassStudent Year NRSS PR

Reading
Age

PR
Range ZPD

Test
Time

95
84

127
114871

117830/04/2019
07/09/2018

7Y/Te1Adams, Thomas 7
Change +11+13+307

Bell, Jessica
12:11
15:06
+2:07

74-89
90-9792

4.5-7.8
4.9-11.925m47s

25m21s

76
66

109
104665

77026/04/2019
07/09/2018

7Y/Te1Bolton, Sarah 7
Change +10+5+105

Bell, Jessica
11:02
12:01
+0:11

58-76
64-8457

4.1-6.3
4.3-6.820m5s

21m29s

78
56

110
100619

83126/04/2019
07/09/2018

7Y/Te1Conway, Scott 7
Change +22+10+212

Bell, Jessica
10:10
12:07
+1:09

47-66
66-8480

3.9-5.9
4.4-7.521m49s

14m33s

Summary

TeacherClass
Students
Included Year

SGP
Median SS NRSS PR

Reading
Age

Est.
ORFZPD

13:05
11:08718

9267Y/Te1 7Bell, Jessica 115
106

3
Pretest Avg

+208 +1:09
85
70

+15+9Change
Posttest Avg80

4.2-6.6
4.6-8.5

Historical data included.

aThis student is enrolled in multiple Star Reading classes.
bThis student was given more time than usual to answer each question.

Growth Report 1

Pretest Dates: 04/09/2018 - 17/07/2019
Posttest Dates: 04/09/2018 - 17/07/2019

Printed Friday, 10 May 2019 12:21:00

School: Renaissance School

http://www.renlearn.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/SLT-Growth-Analysis.pdf
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Whole School Literacy Policy

Supplement

Rationale of Renaissance Accelerated Reader and Star Reading:

Reading, writing and maths are the necessary foundations on which all additional learning must
be built. This policy aims to help teachers to improve pupils’ futures by flourishing academically
and developing a lifetime of learning. 

We recognise that every child is unique. Pupils learn in different ways and at their own individual
pace. Our literacy policy is designed around this premise, enabling teachers to evaluate a pupil’s
attainment and then tailor their learning programme accordingly. We make sure that every pupil
can experience accelerated learning in an environment that is safe and non-threatening.This
fosterssuccessful practiceas they work towards learning objectives and longer-term goals.

About Accelerated Reader

Accelerated Reader (AR) is the world’s most popular reading management software. Used
in thousands of schools across the UK, AR helps teachers to monitor pupils’ regular reading
practice. It gives teachers the information they need to ensure that pupils are habitually reading
and understanding the books that will best develop their reading skills.

How Accelerated Reader works

1. A pupil’s reading level is determined by a Star Reading assessment. This is a computer 
adaptive test that takes approximately 20 minutes to complete. It gives rise to the pupil’s 
Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD), which is the ideal range of text complexity for that 
pupil. Pupils achieve the most significant gains in reading skills when they read books 
that are neither so easy as to be unchallenging, nor so hard as to be frustrating. 

2. AR Book Levels are determined with the ATOS readability formula, which measures the 
complexity of the text of an entire book. The formula considers the average sentence 
length, average word length, the difficulty of the words used and the total number of 
words in the book. 

3. Using Book Levels and ZPD as a guide, the pupil then chooses books that interest them 
and reads them. A free online book-searching tool AR BookFinder allows pupils, teachers 
and parents to find interesting books at the appropriate level. 

4. After finishing a book, pupils take an online Reading Practice quiz within AR. These 
quizzes check that the pupil has understood the book and provides an opportunity to 
praise the pupil and give verbal or written feedback.

The Home Connect feature notifies parents and guardians when the pupil has taken quizzes and 
allows them to monitor progress from home.

Over 37,000 quizzes are available with AR; approximately 2500 are added every year. In addition 
to Reading Practice Quizzes, many high-frequency texts also have Vocabulary Practice Quizzes 
and Literacy Skills Quizzes, which test 24 higher-order thinking skills. Pupils can take AR quizzes 
in school using any internet-enabled device.

Back to contents page 



Comprehensive reports allow teachers and senior leaders to monitor pupils’ progress and to 
determine the effectiveness of intervention. The reports flag pupils who are at risk of falling below 
benchmark levels of attainment and enable teachers to determine what steps are necessary to 
improve and make progress. This ongoing monitoring of reading practice, combined with periodic 
Star assessments, provides teachers with valuable data to inform their instruction and gives 
pupils a persistent motivation to make progress with their reading. 

myON by Renaissance is a student-centred, personalised literacy platform that offers unlimited 
access to an enhanced digital library. Combined with a suite of literacy tools and embedded 
supports to encourage reading engagement and achievement, it’s a standalone product as well as 
one that works in harmony with Renaissance Star Reading and Renaissance Accelerated Reader.

Within your school’s literacy policy, you may wish to comment on: 

• What you believe makes a good reader.

• Your school’s stance on: guided reading; reading to pupils; listening to pupils read  
and sharing novels.

• The range of texts your pupils are exposed to both within the curriculum and within  
the library.

• Your school’s expectations of the implementation of AR and Star Reading from:  
senior leaders, teachers, those in charge of pastoral care, the librarian and support staff.

• How you are using Star as the foundation and measurement tool for your other  
literacy programmes. 
 
 

References 
 
i - Ofsted School Inspection Framework - May 2019 

Research 

ii - Guided Independent Reading Report - the importance of pupils’ average percent correct  
on AR Reading Practice Quizzes in predicting growth 

iii - The 2016 AR Impact Report on our research-based best practices

iv - KS2 SATs linking study - an extensive research study that compares pupils’ Star scores 
with their SATs results, ensuring 89% accuracy in Maths, 79% in reading, and 82% in SPaG.
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/843108/School_inspection_handbook_-_section_5.pdf
http://doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R005577721AC3667.pdf
http://doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R60595.pdf
https://doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R61342.pdf


What are Star Assessments?

Renaissance Star Assessments are used for screening, progress monitoring and diagnostic 
assessment in reading, maths and early literacy. They are computer-adaptive, efficiently determining 
pupils’ attainment level in much less time than classic paper-based tests. The assessments have been 
proven as valid and reliable, correlating strongly with other tests including the KS2 SATs.

Star Early Literacy assesses a child’s command of 41 different sets of skills in ten key literacy 
subdomains for emergent readers. Each test takes about 15 minutes without assistance from a 
teacher. Tests can be repeated as often as weekly for progress monitoring and used as a diagnostic 
tool for older struggling readers.

Star Reading assesses progress to see attainment in reading and comprehension across all school 
years. Tests are typically completed in no less than 20 minutes and can be repeated as often as weekly 
for progress monitoring. Star Reading provides nationally norm-referenced reading scores calculated 
from 6,535,790 assessments.

Star Maths assesses progress to see attainment in mathematics across all school years. Star Maths 
provides nationally norm-referenced scores and criterion-referenced evaluations of skill levels. Tests 
are typically completed in less than 20 minutes and can be repeated as often as weekly for progress 
monitoring.

How Star works
Star Assessments are computer-adaptive tests. Star delivers an initial test item from a bank of 
several thousand questions based on a pupil’s estimated attainment level. As pupils answer questions 
correctly, the difficulty of the subsequent questions increases. Conversely, as they answer them 
incorrectly, the difficulty decreases. By continually adjusting the difficulty of the questions, the software 
determines an increasingly accurate assessment of a pupil’s attainment level. In this way, the software 
dynamically adapts the test to each individual pupil’s attainment.

Learning Progressions
Star Assessments have been built around learning progressions, which have been developed by the 
National Foundation for Educational Research (NFER). The learning progressions take the skills of 
the national curriculum and arrange them into domains and skill areas, plotted as a map of the skills 
pupils need to learn in the order in which they are typically learnt. Every skill located along the learning 
progression is linked to a scale, against which every item in Star is mapped. Renaissance has pioneered 
the empirical validation of learning progressions, proving the correlation between the skills of the 
curriculum and the items in the Star tests. Star Assessments are therefore able to identify not only  
the skills pupils have mastered, but also any prerequisite skills that may be holding them back, and the 
skills they are ready to learn next.

Reporting
Comprehensive reports allow teachers and senior leaders to monitor pupils’ progress and to determine 
the effectiveness of intervention. In Star Reading and Star Maths, reports flag pupils who are at risk of 
falling below benchmark levels of attainment and enable pupils to determine the steps necessary to 
improve their attainment. Skills-based reports inform instructional planning on an individual or group 
level, bridging the gap between assessment and learning.

More information
Full details about the research foundation for the Star Assessments can be found in the following
booklets: Star Reading / Star Maths / Star Early Literacy
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https://help.renlearn.co.uk/PDF/SR/SRUKTechnicalManual.pdf
https://help.renlearn.co.uk/PDF/SM/SMUKTechnicalManual.pdf
https://resources.renlearnrp.com/UK/Manuals/SEL/SELRPUKTechnicalManual.pdf

