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Accelerating reading for all for over 35 years…
From the humble beginnings of a suburban basement 
in Wisconsin back in the mid-1980s, where a concerned 
mother and teacher decided to start writing book 
quizzes to motivate her son Alex to read, Renaissance 
Accelerated Reader now inspires children of all ages and 
abilities in over 100 countries.

“When I was creating Accelerated Reader, I dug out my notes from a children’s 
literature class I’d taken in college. The basics of AR came from that class, 
which stressed the importance of letting kids choose books that interest them 
and are at their reading level. The first AR quizzes that I wrote were for Alex, 
so they focused on books that a middle-school student would find engaging,” 
recalls Judi Paul.

In the decades that followed, the programme has not only grown to 
incorporate Star Reading, but also introduced a number of features, such as 
the ATOS Analyzer, which have become invaluable to teachers and librarians 
across the world.

The Long Eaton School have been successfully utilising Accelerated Reader and  
Star Reading since 2013. In August 2020, in the midst of the first lockdown and  
school part-closures, newly qualified Teacher Librarian Althea Briers joined the school.

Despite the challenges, she and her colleagues rose to the challenge of refamiliarising 
and reintegrating students with a library system that makes reading accessible and  
part of students’ daily lives once again.
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At heart, however, Accelerated Reader remains 
true to what you might call the A, B, Cs of  
Judi’s original vision of encouraging children  
and young people to find suitably-challenging 
books. This short guide is designed to  
showcase some free resources and features, 
whether you are a new or long-time user of 
Accelerated Reader, to help achieve this.

Please call us or visit our website to learn more about  
reading practice and assessment solutions from Renaissance:  
+44 (0)20 7184 4000 | www.renlearn.co.uk

“To get a book in the hands of students is a success.  
We encourage students to read for 20 minutes every day. 
However, right now, due to the lockdown, many students 
lack fundamental reading proficiency and motivation. 
Therefore we have prioritised daily reading and AR 
quizzing to get students back on track.”

“Accelerated Reader helps to start conversations between 
the English teacher, student and librarian. If a student 
takes a thick book that’s not at their reading level,  
reading can become a resentful activity for them.  
With the information from AR and Star Reading reports, 
you can offer a book within their level, which they can 
quiz on easily. You can instantly see the positive impact 
a book can have on a student’s confidence and reading 
engagement at the right level of ability. The result is that 
they want to read more and improve their reading level.” 

Althea Briers, Teacher Librarian

To read the full story, visit:  
www.renlearn.co.uk/back-on-track



Accelerated Reader Bookfinder is a web-based search tool that is freely 
available for parents, guardians, students, teachers and librarians to 
search for appropriate books and articles that have been quizzed for 
Accelerated Reader.

Simple and easy-to-use, the site includes Quick and Advanced Search, 
the AR BookBag, and even Collections of books grouped by a particular 
topic or theme. 

• Quick Search allows you to use keywords to search for matching 
books and article titles, authors or topics, whilst Advanced Search 
allows you to include other information, such as: ISBN, publisher, 
quiz released date, quiz type, interest level, ATOS book level, sub-
topics and classification (fiction and/or non-fiction).

• The AR BookBag is a place for you to create a list of book titles. 
When you search for book titles, view book details or view a 
Collections or Teacher List, you can add the titles you want to 
your AR BookBag. Please note, however, that the titles you add 
are not saved, so be sure to print the list to a PDF before leaving 
Bookfinder or closing your web browser.

• Collections are special groups of book titles, such as lists found in 
our annual What Kids Are Reading report or in reading promotions 
like Bookbuzz.

You can also search for titles available in myON – a student-centred 
personalised literacy platform that offers unlimited access to 
enhanced digital books.

To learn more about AR Bookfinder, visit:  
www.renlearn.co.uk/about-bookfinder or start searching the site now 
at: www.arbookfind.co.uk 

It won’t be long before we exceed 40,000 Accelerated Reader quizzes 
in the UK and Ireland, covering all manner of genres, subjects 
and themes – not to mention non-fiction articles, Literacy Skills, 
Recorded Voice and Vocabulary Practice amongst the traditional 
Reading Practice Quizzes.

Suggesting books to be quizzed
Of course, new books are published 
all the time, so how does our 
dedicated Content team of editors 
and quiz-writers decide which ones 
to quiz for AR? Well apart from 
working closely with publishers 
and booksellers, and organisations 
such as BookTrust, a main source 
of guidance comes from the titles 
recommended to us by teachers  
and librarians who complete our  
Quiz Suggestion Form. Available from 
the Bookfinder site and directly from 
our company website – you will be automatically notified if the book 
is accepted and when the quiz is available. Try it for yourself at:  
www.renlearn.co.uk/suggest-a-quiz 

Writing your own quizzes
Unfortunately, however, not every book is suitable for quizzing, but 
if this is the case – or you have an urgent need for a quiz that is in 
production but not yet available, then help is at hand in the form of 
Teacher-Made Quizzes.

When used in conjunction with the ATOS Analyzer, this feature of 
Accelerated Reader is available to School Administrators, School 
Staff and Teachers, and allows them to create a Reading Practice 
quiz just for the students of their school. Step-by-step instructions  
on how to add a quiz this way can be found at:  
www.renlearn.co.uk/teacher-made-quizzes 
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An ATOS level on a book indicates how difficult the text is to read. 
Thus, it can help you match books to a student’s reading level.  
It should be noted, however, that the ATOS readability formula 
measures only the readability of the text – no readability formula  
takes into account the literary merit, sophistication of ideas, 
developmental appropriateness or maturity of theme or language.  
This is where the interest level comes in, and why it is so important  
to know and use three measurements when helping your students 
choose books: readability (the difficulty of a book’s text), reading level  
(the student’s reading level as determined by Star Reading) and  
interest level (the age appropriateness of the content of a book).

An ATOS level is often a good indication that a student can read  
a book, but may not mean that he or she should read the book.  
The interest level can help you decide whether the student should  
read the book.

Administrators can also use the book level settings in Accelerated 
Reader to chose whether to see ATOS book levels or Lexile® Measures 
throughout the software. Learn more about ATOS at:  
www.renlearn.co.uk/about-atos 

Determining text complexity is now easier than ever!
Thanks to the online ATOS Analyzer, freely available from our company 
website, it is possible to determine the ATOS level for text or books 
within a few clicks of your mouse!

• ATOS for Text works best for sentences, stories, magazine and 
newspaper articles, test items, and other classroom materials.

• ATOS for Entire Books provides an accurate analysis of the 
contents of an entire book, and you can also calculate the 
readability level of a book using a sample of the book and 
Estimated Word Count.

Try the ATOS Analyzer now at:  
www.renlearn.co.uk/atos 
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Accelerated Reader Bookfinder


