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This document contains information about the competition as well as notes to accompany the 

inspirational slides that you may wish to use/adapt when introducing the concept of ‘everyday maths’ 

to your pupils. 

The ‘Sum it up in a picture’ competition was borne out of the value in encouraging children to 

understand the application of maths concepts in ‘everyday life’ as a way of enthusing them with the 

subject.   

To help start these conversations, our dedicated team of education professionals and former 

teachers have put together a resource full of pictures to spark discussion. The following explanatory 

notes relate the corresponding slide number in the deck provided. 

These could be used as a whole lesson, presented in an assembly, or set as a homework task – it 

is up to you. The activity may even support a focus on a particular part of maths you are working on 

now. 

It might also be fun to get the children to imagine they are wearing ‘maths goggles’! They could even 

make their own using the template provided, like the characters in the slides, through which they 

can see maths around them. 

You may also wish to set some of these tasks: 

• Encourage the children to go on a ‘maths walk’ with a notebook to write down the maths they 

see. This could be set as a task to do on their way home or at the weekend. Then they can 

share their findings with the class! 

• The children could ‘interview’ people they know to find out how they use maths at work or in 

their everyday lives. 

• Ask them to think about stories they have read that might involve maths and give them 

inspiration for their artwork for the competition. 

• Use one or more of the ‘Freckle Friends’ in their picture to illustrate a scenario depicting 

‘everyday maths’. 

Whichever way you decide to tackle the challenge, we hope the children will learn to look at things 

around them differently and come up with some exciting findings to share with us in their creations! 
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Please be aware that some slides are repeated, but with the first slide excluding labels so that you 

can encourage your pupils to offer their suggestions before revealing possible answers. 

 

• Slide #5 

Maths is all around us. If you look at buildings, gates, fences, windows, and hundreds of items that 

we see every day, they will nearly always have a shape. What can you see here? 

As you walk or travel to school, you will see many regular and irregular shapes and designs that you 

may have studied at school, but perhaps haven’t noticed before. It is amazing once you start looking! 

 

• Slide #6 

What can you see here? Put on your maths goggles – they might just help! 

 

• Slide #7 

What shapes can be found in nature? 

 

• Slide #8 

Look at these wonderful shapes in nature! One of the most common is the hexagon, from 

honeycombs to snowflakes, even three joined bubbles can create one! It is only when you begin 

looking that the beauty of nature becomes clear. 

Look at these spiral patterns and how these shapes are arranged. Which of these shapes or images 

do you like? Why? The Fibonacci sequence in nature is all around us. It can be spotted in so many 

places, such as the number of petals on a flower or sections in a pinecone, in the centre of a 

sunflower seed or on a shell. 

Not all these images reflect Fibonacci, but aren’t they fascinating? Put on your maths goggles when 

you are next outside and spot the beauty of shape that naturally forms all around us. 

 

• Slide #9 

What other maths can you see in nature? 
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• Slide #10 

There are patterns all around you. Some might be symmetrical, and others might tesselate. Others 

could be totally unique. 

Can you spot the concentric circles and spirals? Keep your eyes peeled for patterns around you 

now. 

 

• Slide #11 

What other maths is used outdoors or in the countryside? 

 

• Slide #12 

Check out the road sign that shows the distance to a place. Look at the angles made by the bicycle 

frame – that bike wheel looks like a pie chart! The power cables appear as parallel lines – what 

about the shape of the haystacks? Will the farmer be able to fit any more hay in the shed? 

Look for examples of maths on your way home from school tonight or when you’re out and about 

this weekend. Remember to put those maths goggles on! 

 

• Slide #13 

Where have you seen maths used at home? 

 

• Slide #14 

Look at these examples. Can you see anything that links to any of the maths topics you have 

explored in the classroom? 

How important is it to measure accurately? How do you use maths when baking? Will that cake mix 

fit in the tin or make a mess in the kitchen? 

Imagine that you had to paint the hall. How much paint would you need? If you tiled a kitchen, you 

would need to work out the size of the area and how many tiles you would need. How does geometry 

and properties of shape help you design a patio? 

Maths can help to solve these problems both at home and at school. Maths is everywhere! 
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• Slide #15 

Where can you find maths used at work? 

• Slide #16 

Imagine working in a shop and you didn’t know the value of each coin or what a £5, £10 or £20 note 

looked like? You wouldn’t be able to handle money and give the correct change. There would be all 

sorts of problems for the customer and the shop’s takings! 

Forensic scientists must carry out tests and analyse data. Imagine if they weren’t accurate in 

recording that evidence. It would only tell half the story. 

Doctors sometimes prescribe medicines so that their patients feel better. They must read and record 

the correct dosage and read lots of graphs and medical charts to work out what to do next. 

Astronauts use maths every day. They estimate fuel loads and weights and calculate speed and 

distance for flights. Astronauts even monitor life support systems. Imagine that! 

Using your mathematical knowledge and being accurate in the way you record it are so important in 

whatever job you do. 

 

• Slide #17 

Let’s start thinking about the pictures we’re going to make. You might want to go on a maths hunt 

to see what you can spot or talk about maths in everyday life in a pair or group. Go and put your 

maths goggles on and don’t forget about adding maths labels to your pictures! 

 

• Slide #18 

Your picture could include one or more of the Freckle Friends – perhaps showing them completing 

an activity where they need maths? 

 

N.B. – Slides #19 and #20 are extra and currently hidden, but you may also wish to use them to 

show more examples of everyday maths. 
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The aim of this competition is for primary school children to create a picture by hand that shows 

maths in ‘everyday’ life and to label or describe the maths they have depicted. 

Who can enter? 

• The competition is open to primary schools in the UK and Ireland. All entries must be 

submitted through the school, not by individual children or their parents/guardians. 

• There are three categories based on the age of the children: 

o KS1 or equivalent – Years 1 and 2 (ages 5-7) 

o Lower KS2 or equivalent – Years 3 and 4 (ages 8-9) 

o Upper KS2 or equivalent – Years 5 and 6 (ages 10-11) 

Can a child submit more than one picture? 

• No, only one entry per pupil is allowed. We also ask that the child’s age is included with 

their entry to ensure that they are judged according to the correct category. 

Does the picture need to be created by hand? 

• Yes. We’re looking for creativity and original artwork drawn or painted by hand. 

Photographs are not allowed, but original electronic artwork such as a picture drawn using 

Microsoft Paint, for example, is acceptable. 

Does the picture need to include the pig, fox, hippo or penguin Freckle characters? 

• No. This is completely optional and up to the children as whether or not they want to 

include them in their pictures. The inclusion of one, all or none of the characters will not 

affect the judges’ decisions. 

How should the pictures be labelled? 

• The judges are looking for the ‘labels’ on the pictures to be appropriate to the age of the 

child, for example, a drawing of a house of a KS1 (or equivalent) pupil might include the 

names of the shapes – whilst a KS2 Upper (or equivalent) entry would be expected to 

include a more detailed caption or description of the maths presented in the picture. 

• Please note that the judges will not be looking at handwriting and accept that some 

children might need help writing or want to print the labels on their picture. 
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How big should the picture be and how should entries be submitted? 

• Although they could be created on a larger size, all entries will be viewed in A4 size when 

judged – so we recommend that the children work on paper this size. 

• We recommend that you scan your entries and submit them as either .JPG, .PNG or .PDF 

files by email to frecklecompetition@fourcommunications.com 

• Alternatively, you can photograph the entry, but be sure to zoom in as close as possible 

to the artwork and put it on a white background – it is important that you do not submit 

photos of staff or pupils holding the entry. 

What information should be included with the entries? 

• When submitting more than one entry from your school, it is important that you can identify 

which pupil has created each picture. We therefore recommend that: 

o You appoint one teacher in the school who will collate and submit all the entries. 

o The email(s) with the entries attached should include their contact details, including 

name and job title, as well as contact information for the school – and the 

categories being entered. 

o Each .JPG, .PNG or .PDF file either includes the first name and first initial of the 

pupil who created the picture, as well as their age. If you decide to submit multiple 

entries as one file, please state this in the email. 

o If you have any questions on the submission process, please email 

frecklecompetition@fourcommunications.com 

What is the last date for submission? 

• [UPDATED] The competition closes at 6pm (UK time) on 13th May 2022. Entries received 

after this time will be invalid. 

When will the winners be announced and what are the prizes? 

• A panel of at least three judges, including senior members of Renaissance and at least 

one independent judge who is not a member of the Promoter or the Agency, will select a 

winner from each category – of which one entry will be deemed the overall winner. 

• The winners will be notified by phone or email using the contact details provided on the 

competition entry and will be publicly announced once all winners have been contacted. 

mailto:frecklecompetition@fourcommunications.com
mailto:frecklecompetition@fourcommunications.com
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• Every entrant will receive a certificate of participation. 

• Each category winner will receive: 

o 1x Amazon Kindle Fire (or equivalent tablet) 

o The possibility of their winning artwork featuring in a Freckle ‘Depth of Knowledge’ 

question 

o 1 year’s subscription to Star Maths and Freckle for their class 

• The overall winner will also receive: 

o £2,000 for their school towards a class or school trip 

o 1 year’s subscription to Star Maths and Freckle for their school 

 


